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WORLD DAY AGAINST PET ABANDONMENT,

WHAT IS IT ?

SATURDAY, JUNE 27, 2020 

The second edition of World Day Against 
Pet Abandonment is set for the Saturday 

of the last weekend in June each year. 
It’s the weekend before the first big 

summer vacation for the French.
Historically, this weekend 

corresponds, for pets, to the start 
of the peak of abandonment.

A WORLD DAY TO ALERT 
AGAINST ABANDONMENT

Each year, in France alone, more than 100,000 dogs 
and cats are abandoned by their owners. A

figure which places our country at the top of 
European ranks of  pet abandonment.

It’s in summer, in the period preceding the waves of 
departures on vacation, that dropouts are most numerous.

It is estimated that they amount to almost 
60,000 in our country alone.

This phenomenon extends to most European countries 
and other so-called developed continents where the 
animal of company is considered a consumer good.

It’s to alert and raise awareness among the general public, 
institutions and politicians that was launched the 

World Day Against Pet Abandonment, in 
2019, date of the first edition.

A Solidarité‑Animal* 
initiative 

Solidarité-Animal (formerly Solidarité-
Refuges**) is an association, created in 

July 2018, to promote and organize aid for 
shelters and associations that accomodate 

abandoned or stray animals. In particular 
by facilitating the connection of people and 
companies who wish, on a voluntary basis, 
to provide material assistance or services.
The Solidarité-Animal.com platform was 

created to offer a tool for this connection.

* Animal-Solidarity
** Pet-Solidarity



Each year, it’s always the same old refrain : dropouts never slow 
down. Officially, they are estimated at around 100,000 per year, just 
in France.

Most made directly into shelters and associations by the owners 
themselves, others, more cowardly, on the roads, in the woods, in the 
countryside or at the foot of the shelter portal.

If dropouts in France are spread out throughout the year, a peak 
is ritually observed in summer. 60,000 according to the « 30 Millions 
d’Amis »* Foundation, more than half. But it must be recognized that 
the absence of a centralized and reliable national census leaves a blur 
which benefits both those who want to minimize the situation and 
those who want to alert by believing that the reality of the figures is 
closer to 200,000, or even 400-500,000 if we include all stray cats, not 
sterilized…

In the United States, the situation is much worse since in 2008, 3.5 
million cats and dogs had been euthanized for lack of being adopted 
(Study carried out at the University of North Carolina). But without 
crossing the Atlantic, we see that a few hundred meters from our 
borders, the overpopulation of domestic animals is often regulated by 
outright eradication due to the lack of structures to accomodate them.

In 2018, Russia had slaughtered hundreds of stray dogs for the soccer 
world cup. In 2014, Romania applied the same treatment following 
the tightening of laws by President Traian Basescu. There are many 
examples across the planet where dogs and cats are left to fend for 
themselves but they are more shocking and scandalous in the countries 
of the northern hemisphere, those which are said to be «civilized» 
because the pet has become a consumer good which is sold as an object 
and treated as such.

Last year, a video that went around the Internet illustrated this 
consumerist attitude showing a woman (a Californian) getting rid in a 
dumpster of 7 puppies in a bag ! An unwanted litter thrown away (still 
alive) like a used Kleenex !

Faced with this observation, it is high time to mobilize everyone 
to say «Stop abandonment». May voices and forces come together to 
alert, raise awareness and act to effectively fight this plague which is 
constantly spreading. 

Last year, on June 29, 2019, Solidarité-Animal launched the first World 
Day Against Pet Abandonment to raise public awareness of a drama 
that happens every year, alert the public authorities so that measures 
can be taken to stop this plague.

This year, World Day Against Pet Abandonment takes place on 
Saturday, June 27. Its mission has remained the same : alert and raise 
awareness to help abandoned animals and the shelters and associations 
that accomodate them.

PET ABANDONMENT, 

A GLOBAL EVIL AND  
FRANCE : CHAMPION OF EUROPE 

* 30 Millions Friends



There are many reasons for abandonment. Death of the owner, 
divorce, moving, life accident, arrival of a baby, allergy, cost, illness 
or old age of the animal, old age of his owner, entry into a nursing 

home… Often, too, it is the lack of knowledge of  the needs of an 
animal, the irresponsibility which leads to the « heart stroke » purchase 
(impulsive whim ?)  or the too easy accessibility to the property of a 
living being whose life expectancy exceeds 10 years…

At the end of summer 2018, after the wave of abandonments, the 
Marseille-Provence SPA (Animal Protection Society) shelter staff posted 
on their facebook page a macabre Prévert* list of the reasons given for 
abandoning one’s  animal ...
It’s sick,
It’s useless
It’s too old, we’re going to keep its leash. Do you have puppies?
It’s afraid of the storm
It doesn’t keep the house
It’s too sociable
It climbs up the tree to be able to escape
I thought our German Shepherd was going to be small
My new companion doesn’t like it
I am abandoning my dog because I am pregnant and I am not immune 
to toxoplasmosis  
I find it ugly
Its color does not suit me after thinking about it
It’s 9 years old, it can live until 11 so you can euthanize it
It’s too cuddly, actually It’s a couch dog
It’s splashes when it drinks from his bowl
I’m allergic to dog hair, so I’m bringing it back but I want to choose 
another one
I’m a mom, a business manager, and I have wood floors
It’s 19, it meows too loud
It makes noise when it goes in her litter box
I am abandoning my 4 month old ataxic kitten because it doesn’t  want 
my other cat to have sex with it
It’s losing his hair
I’m bringing it back because he squints and I’m afraid It’s blind…

* Jacques Prévert (1900-1977)  is a famous French poet. 

THE CAUSES OF ABANDONMENT,

« HE, WHO WANTS TO DROWN HIS DOG, 
SAYS  HE HAS RABIES »



MORE THAN 1 MILLION 
INSTAGRAM FOLLOWERS 

BETWEEN THEM

CHRISTOPHE
BEAUGRAND
Before becoming little Valentin’s happy father, 
Christophe Beaugrand was (and still is) the 
attentive owner of Madame, a young Australian 

Shepherd, and of Balzac, a superb black 
and white tomcat. For him, it was out 
of the question that his animals suffer 
when his life as a television and radio 
host forced him to be absent.

It was also during the vacation of one of his friends 
that Balzac landed at his home : « It belonged to a 
girlfriend who, one day, asked me to keep it for two 
weeks ... It was two months old and is now 13 years 
old », he explained to the journalist for the magazine 
30 Millions d’amis (30 Millions friends) who went 
to his house for the purposes of a report. On this 
occasion, with his husband Ghislain, revealed all 
his tenderness for his animals and described the 
immense pain they had experienced, both, at the 
death of their female dog Colby. When she died, 
Christophe had written on his Instagram account all 
the place that she occupied in their hearts : « Colby 
passed away tonight. Very gently, in our arms. She fell 
asleep on tiptoe. I said  thank you. Thank you for this 
gigantic, unconditional and pure love that she has 
given me for 15 years. It was the end of the road. The 
end of the book. It had to be closed… »

Because, for the host, only death comes to separate 
those who love each other. Sponsor of World Day 
Against Abandonment, Christophe will carry far the 
message of loyalty that the owner owes to his pet.

KARINE FERRI ET CHRISTOPHE BEAUGRAND, 

THE 2020 EDITION SPONSORS

KARINE
FERRI

On July 23, 2019, Karine Ferri was already 
expressing a huge rant  against dropouts on 
her Instagram account ! If the famous host 

understands that we all need a vacation, 
she is outraged by the irresponsible 

and cruel attitude of some who leave 
their animals behind to have a good 

time. « We hold the record of shame ! » 
she had written on her account in order 

to send our country back to a sad reality which 
unfortunately happens again every year. 

In 2020 again, Karine Ferri could launch the 
same message. That’s why asking this young 
mother of two, who is committed to animals, 

to be the godmother of World Day Against Pet 
Abandonment was obvious.

« Holidays, yes, but STOP abandoning your pet ! » 
(…) If you cannot take your pet, there are many 

options that allow you to keep it.

Call on specialists, many companies throughout 
France offer personalized security services, directly 

at home. (…) Or turn to a petsitter : it is often 
individuals in love with animals who welcome the 
animals of others. For a week, two weeks or more, 
the foster family will take care of your dog or cat. 

Spread the message !»



MEDIA PARTNERS



BRANDS PARTNERS



journeemondialecontrelabandon.com

Online since June 1, 2020, this site was especially designed 
by Solidarité-Animal in order to allow everyone to find all 
the information related to abandonment in France and this 

awareness-raising operation. 

IT’S SPEAKING GO :
• shelters and associations
• companies
• medias

IT PROPOSES TO :
• Sign online the responsible owner’s charter to engage with one’s  

animal
• Download the World Day Against Abandonment poster
• Download the World Day Against Abandonment logos
• Find information on dropouts
• Download articles and videos related to the World Day Against 

Abandonment
• Discover ideas for DIY objects and accessories in order to donate 

them to animals in shelters to provide them with comfort
• Register on the Solidarité-Animal platform to help shelters near you 

by becoming a volunteer or by bringing them food and / or materials
• Register your refuge or association on the Solidarité-Animal platform 

in order to find volunteers or material and / or food for its protégés
• Know our partners who support World Day Against Abandonment
• Contact us to relay World Day Against Abandonment

The website in available in French.

THE WORLD DAY AGAINST ABANDONMENT WEBSITE,

TO INFORM AND PARTICIPATE



KEEP IN TOUCH

For information, posters, logos and interviews, please contact

Katia RENARD

President of Solidarité-Animal and editor-in-chief of  
30 Millions d’Amis magazine

Mail   :  
krenard@buena-media.fr

Postal address   :  
11-15 Quai  Dion-Bouton,  92800 Puteaux,  France

Phone  :  (+33) 1 72 44 62 01



ANNEXES

WHAT IS  
SOLIDARITÉ-ANIMAL ?

HELPING SHELTERS
Shelters and associations that help animals make desperate calls for help as they are 
plunged into an unprecedented crisis.
The causes of this crisis are multiple :
• Increase in dropouts before summer, which occur throughout the year but with a 
peak during the summer period ;
• Decrease in adoptions, especially following confinement, which clogs up shelters 
which no longer have room to accommodate dogs and cats arriving from the pound ;
• End of subsidized contracts (enacted in 2017) which deprive shelters of the 
necessary arms to welcome their protégés in good conditions of comfort and well-
being.

A SUPPORT PLATFORM
Finding help, materials, adopters, sponsors, foster families is now a matter of survival 
for shelters and associations.
A website allows you to connect, with a single click, those who need help and those 
who want to help but who don’t know how to do it or who to talk to.
Accessible throughout all of France, an offer of help, a request for help, adoption or 
material can find an answer faster.
solidarite-animal.com

solidarite-animal.com

Solidarité-Animal obtained, 
in 2020, the Pet Friendly 

Trophy à la Française, in the 
“animal cause” category.

© Natalie Pilley/Solidarité-
Animal



ANNEXES

WORLD DAY AGAINST ABANDONMENT 2019 :
A MEDIA SUCCESS FOR A FIRST EDITION

500,000 shares
- More than 300 articles in the national and regional press
- 13 proposals addressed to politicians to fight against abandonment, taken 
up, in part, by the French deputy Loïc Dombreval in his tribune against 
abandonment, dated June 30, signed by more than 240 parliamentarians.

1. That the fight against pet abandonment become a national cause.

2. That a national and centralized census be carried out with all the shelters, 
pounds and associations which collect lost and / or abandoned animals.

3. That the pet be considered by law as a non-human legal being.

4. That businesses and pet sales organizations be forced 
to inform their buyers of the risks incurred in the event 
of abandonment or ill-treatment of their animal.

5. That controls be tightened for sales announcements and 
pet donation sites (including social networks).

6. That primary school programs raise awareness among 
children to animal and animal empathy

7. That identification checks be carried out and failure 
to comply with this obligation sanctioned in order to 
combat trafficking and illegal abandonment.

8. That a vast plan for the sterilization of stray 
cats be initiated at the national level.

9. That the sterilization of animals not intended for breeding be compulsory.

10. That the cities are under the obligation to support through 
subsidies, the associations which collect the abandoned 
animals from the pound (for which they are remunerated).

11. That the cities all meet the pound’s obligation (article 
L. 211-24 of the Rural and Maritime Fishing Code). 
Today 1 in 4 municipalities does not respond.

12. That nursing homes and other establishments responsible for 
the care of the elderly and dependent people keep the bond 
with the animal by accepting the resident and his animal.

13. That cities develop temporary accommodation structures 
for pets belonging to vulnerable hospitalized people (canine 
and feline rest stops), in direct connection with emergency 
services (firefighters, emergency services, etc.).



ANNEXES

IN 2020 : CALL TO SIGN… 

THE RESPONSIBLE PET OWNER’S CHARTER

On the occasion of the second World Day Against Abandonment, I pledge to be a responsible 
owner of the pet I have adopted. Whether it is a cat, a dog, a rabbit, a ferret or any other « new 
pet », whether it’s old, young, sick, handicapped, I commit to my pet to :
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I DON’T ADOPT  
YOU ON A WHIM

Whether I buy it or receive it 
for free, adopting a pet is a 

thoughtful act. Adoption is a 
commitment.

I IDENTIFY YOU
Identification is compulsory in 

France for cats and dogs.  
I respect the law by giving it 

an identity. This is proof of my 
commitment and an assurance 
of finding it in the event of loss, 

running away or theft.

I’M STERILIZING YOU 
If I am not a breeder, sterilization 
is a guarantee against unwanted 

litters, causes of many 
abandonments.

I WATCH OVER YOUR 
HEALTH

I provide my animal with regular 
veterinary checks, have it 

vaccinated and treated when it is 
sick or injured.

I PROVIDE YOUR FOOD 
AND YOUR DRINK,  
IN QUANTITY AND 

IN QUALITY

 I provide it with several meals 
a day, without lack or excess in 

order to provide it with the needs 
related to its species, age and 

state of health.

I PROVIDE FOR  
YOUR COMFORT  
AND WELL-BEIN

I agree to provide it with a place 
of life that gives it security and 

comfort.

I’M NOT IGNORING YOU
 I provide my pet with activities, 

contact with other pets and  
with humans within  

and outside the family.

I’M TAKING YOU ON 
VACATION WITH ME

Adopting an animal is a  
year-round commitment. If I am 

unable to take it on holiday,  
I undertake to entrust its care to a 
responsible person, either free of 

charge or for a fee.

I’M EDUCATING YOU
Education allows a dog to live 
in harmony with its peers and 
humans, regardless of its age.

I RESPECT THE LAW 
AND LOCAL DECISIONS 

REGARDING YOUR 
SPECIES

Respect for the law avoids 
exposing oneself to lawsuits 

which could harm the fate of your 
animal (wearing a muzzle, picking 

up droppings, barking, etc.).

I’M NOT  
EXPLOITING YOU
Either in illegal activities  

of fights, bets and shows that 
harm its well-being, its security 

and its survival.

I’M NOT HAVING YOU 
EUTHANIZED FOR 

COMFORT
Euthanasia is an act that is 

decided in consultation with the 
veterinarian in order to shorten 

the suffering, both psychological 
and physical, of the animal only.

I’M NOT  
MISTREATING YOU
 Voluntarily or involuntarily, 

making an animal suffer is an act 
of cruelty punishable by law.  

If the disease exposes the animal 
to suffering, the veterinarian must 

do everything to relieve it.

I’M NOT  
ABANDONING YOU

Abandonment, other than for 
compelling reasons or unless you 
propose the animal to a shelter,  
is an offense punishable by law. 

I LOVE YOU 
By ensuring daily time with my 
pet for sharing, exchange and 

activity with fellow humans, my 
family and myself.


